Editor\u27s Preface and Acknowledgements by Absher, Brandon
disClosure: A Journal of Social Theory 
Volume 16 Stirrings: Journeys Through Emotion Article 1 
4-15-2007 
Editor's Preface and Acknowledgements 
Brandon Absher 
University of Kentucky 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.13023/disclosure.16.01 
Follow this and additional works at: https://uknowledge.uky.edu/disclosure 
 Part of the Arts and Humanities Commons 
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial 4.0 License. 
Recommended Citation 
Absher, Brandon (2007) "Editor's Preface and Acknowledgements," disClosure: A Journal of Social Theory: 
Vol. 16 , Article 1. 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.13023/disclosure.16.01 
Available at: https://uknowledge.uky.edu/disclosure/vol16/iss1/1 
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by disClosure: A Journal of Social Theory. Questions about 
the journal can be sent to disclosurejournal@gmail.com 

stirrings: 
journeys through emotion 
disClosure 
a journal of social theory 
issue no. 16 
brian crowlay editorial collective 
holly davis issue 16 
mathias datamora 
lauran martin 
gaorga phillips 
d0witt king 
jassica schmid 
mike walls 
editorial board 
Benjamin Agger, Sociology, University of 
Texas-Arlington 
James Boon, Anthropology, Princeton 
University 
Matthew Edney, Geography-Anthropology, 
University of Southern Maine 
Nancy Fraser, Political Science, New School 
for Social Research 
Cynthia Freeland, Philosophy, University of 
Houston 
Sander Gilman, Institute of the Liberal Arts, 
Emory University 
Derek Gregory, Geography, University of 
British Columbia 
Peter-Uwe Hohendahl, German Studies, 
Cornell University 
Anton Kaes, German, University of 
California, Berkeley 
Douglas Kellner, Philosophy of Education, 
University of California-Los Angeles 
Dominick LaCapra, History, Cornell 
University 
Maggie McFadden, Women's Studies, 
Appalachian State University 
Michael Palmer, Poet, San Francisco 
Marjorie Perloff, English, Stanford University 
Nancy Scheper-Hughes, Anthropology, 
University of California-Berkeley 
Barney Warf, Geography, Florida State 
University 
Samuel Weber, German, Northwestern 
Jim Winders, History, Appalachian State 
University 
Irving Zeitlin, Sociology, University of Toronto 
issue editor 
funding 
printing 
brandon abshar 
UK Vice-President 
for Research & 
Graduate Studies 
and the UK Student 
Government Association 
Meridian 
Communications 
Lexington, Kentucky 
©Copyright 2007 by disC/osure and 
the Committee on Social Theory at the 
University of Kentucky 
ISSN 1055-6133 
Artists may retain copyright over 
contributions. No part of this work may be 
reproduced or reprinted without the written 
consent of disC/osure or where the artist 
retains copyright, the artist. 
dis Closure 
c/o Department of Philosophy 
1415 Patterson Office Tower 
University of Kentucky 
Lexington, KY 40506-0027 
DC-EDITOR@LSV.UKY.EDU 
http ://www. u ky. ed u/ AS/Soc Theo/ 
DisClosure/discouse.htm 
Contents 
editor's preface 
Michael Colello 
Ellen Hostetter 
Absher and Phillips 
Trudy Lewis 
Tristan Scremin 
Rochelle Rives 
Katia Mitova 
disClosure 
a journal of social theory 
no. 16 stirrings: journeys through emotion 
Journeys Through Emotion 9 
artist gallery: "wars wounded ego (our boys got hot for 
the republic)" 13 
A Story of Disgust 15 
Memory, War and Emotion; disClosure interviews 
Jay Winter 23 
Old Wives Mail 37 
artist gallery: "Mr. Blue and Madame 
Orange" 57 
"Things that Lie on the Surface:" Modernism, 
Impersonality, and Emotional 
Inexpressibility 59 
Silver with Red 89 
3 
Detamore and Martin 
Bill Santen 
Mathias Detamore 
Wendy Ryden 
Robert Mulligan 
Michael Colello 
book reviews 
Interrogating "Experience": Phenomenology, 
Architecture, and Erudition; disClosure interviews 
Mark Jarzombek 91 
artist gallery: "Memento" 101 
i grow weary: a poem in at least two 
movements 107 
Moving Whiteness: Rhetoric and 
Political Emotion 111 
swallowing the salt of sanded seas 133 
missionary position 135 
artist gallery: "Pool of Saints 
(version 1 )" 137 
Joyce Davidson, Liz Bondi and Mick Smith's (eds) 
Emotional Geographies 139 
Judith Butler's Precarious Life: the Powers of 
Mourning and Violence 143 
Harry Frankfurt's The Reasons of 
Love 147 
4 
Contributors 
Brandon Absher is a graduate student in Philosophy at the University of 
Kentucky. His dissertation research concerns the issues of language and social 
life in the work of Ludwig Wittgenstein and Martin Heidegger. 
Michael Colello is a multimedia artist, journalist and writer living in Seattle, 
Washington. He can be reached at mccolello@hotmail.com. 
Brain Crowley is a graduate student of philosophy at The University of 
Kentucky, studying the history of philosophy and, in particular, phenomenology 
and modern German philosophy. 
Mathias Detamore is a recent doctoral candidate in Geography at the 
University of Kentucky. His dissertation research is an examination of the 
complex and understudied geographies of sexual minorities, their socio-sexual 
networks and meanings, in central Appalachia. 
Ellen Hostetter is a PhD candidate in the Department of Geography at 
the University of Kentucky. She recently accepted a position as the Visiting 
Ainsworth Scholar in the American Culture Program at Randolph Macon 
Woman's College. 
Mark Jarzombek is the Director of History, Theory, and Criticism of 
Architecture and Art and a Professor of the History of Architecture at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. He has written books and articles on a 
range of architectural topics, from Rabelais to Modern Catholocism. His most 
recent work, The Psychologizing of Modernity: Art, Architecture and History, 
historicizes the field of psychology and analyzes the corresponding formulations 
of subjectivity and modernity. 
Trudy Lewis is the author of the collection The Bones of Garbo, winner of the 
Sandstone Prize in Short Fiction from The Ohio State University Press. Her work 
has appeared in The Atlantic Monthly, Best American Short Stories, Chelsea, 
Fence, Five Points, Meridian, New England Review, Prairie Schooner, and other 
journals. Her first novel, Private Correspondences, won the William Goyen 
Prize from TriQuarterly Books/Northwestern University Press. Trudy is currently 
the Viebranz Visiting Professor of Creative Writing at St. Lawrence University. 
Next year, she will return to her position as a professor of creative writing at the 
5 
University of Missouri-Columbia. Trudy is also a member of the Anvil/lyre Studio, 
an arts collective established by her husband Mike Barrett. 
Lauren Martin is a doctoral student in Geography at the University Kentucky. 
Her research investigates the intersections of gender and neoliberalism in 
Oaxaca City, Mexico. 
Katia Mitova has published a poetry collection, _ The Human Shell_ (1994) 
in Bulgarian. Since 1999 she has been writing and publishing poetry in English. 
Her doctoral thesis, completed at the University of Chicago, is a study in "poetic 
psychology of literary creativity." She has taught courses on "Aspects of Love," 
"Creation and Creativity," and "Emotion and the Arts." At present, she is a lecturer 
in the "Big Problems" program at the University of Chicago. 
Bob Mulligan is the director of a NJ public school special education 
department serving students with disabilities and fast approaching retirement 
after more than 30 years in the field. He has academic publications on the topics 
of learning disabilities, disability disclosure, disability as a social construction, 
and philosophy of teaching. The psychological and philosophical foundations of 
inclusive education are areas of particular interest in which he has instructed at 
the graduate level. Poetry has been a passion for him since elementary school. 
He has read and written throughout his life. He has a few literary publications 
to his credit. Loss, suffering, nature, and myth seem to initiate and infiltrate his 
work disproportionately. Buddhist writings, John Ashbery, Jane Hirshfield, Carl 
Jung, and Joseph Campbell are chief among his many influences. He is an avid 
fan of the New York Yankees and he does not believe for a single minute (or a 
single bullet theory) that JFK was murdered by a lone assassin. 
George Micajah Phillips is a doctoral candidate in English at the University 
of Kentucky. His dissertation research focuses on ethical responses to visual 
culture in late Victorian and modernist literature. 
Rochelle Rives is an Assistant Professor of English at the Borough of 
Manhattan Community College/City University of New York. She has also 
taught at Hunter College/CUNY and at the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign. She is currently at work on a book about the aesthetics of modernist 
impersonality and its relation to two divergent concepts: authority and empathy. 
6 
Wendy Ryden is an Assistant Professor of English at Long Island Un.iversity-
-C. w. Post, where she serves as Coordinator of Writing across the Curriculum. 
Recent publications include "Unsentimental Testimony: The Critical Potential of 
Working-Class Student Life Writing" in Storytelling: A Critical Journal of Popular 
Narrative and "Conflicted Literacy: Frederick Douglass's Critical Model" in The 
Journal of Basic Writing. 
Bill Santen is a local artist from Lexington Kentucky where he has spent 
many years as a painter and magician. He is currently working on a BFA as an 
Art Studio Major in the College of Fine Arts at the University of Kentucky. His 
work focuses on investigations into the complex intersecting relationships of 
individuals and society and how those social relations are set against the banality 
of ritual and routine. His work has appeared locally in a range of gallery events 
and shows. The selections for this issue of disClosure are part an ongoing 
project titled "Mementos" and were featured at Artsplace in Lexington in 2006. 
rf ristan Scremin started drawing and painting when she entered the mental 
health system at age twenty. Her drawing and painting truly developed when 
she entered Patton State Hospital where she was an inpatient for four years. 
After she was released from Patton, she continued to draw and paint and also 
returned to university study. In 2005 she received a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
English with an emphasis in poetry. She is currently a second year student at 
the People's College of Law, a non traditional community based law school. She 
currently lives in Los Angeles where she continues to draw, paint and write. 
Jay Winter is the Charles J. Stille Professor of .History ~t Y~le Uni~ersity. 
He was a university lecturer and reader at Cambridge University until 2001 , 
when he returned to the United States. Specializing in World War I, Dr. Winter 
has authored a number of books on the social impacts of war, most recently 
on memory and commemoration. His current book, Sites of Memory, Sites. of 
Mourning: The Great War in European Cultural History, explores the ways in 
which emotion and meaning are mediated by the material sites of war memorials. 
7 
8 
© 2007 disClosure: a 
journal of social theory 
(16). Committee on Social 
Theory! University of 
Kentucky! Lexington1 KY 
Brandon Absher 
Journeys Through Emotion 
Editor's Preface 
I am overjoyed to welcome you to the 
sixteenth issue of disClosure, "Stirrings: Journeys 
through Emotion." 
Joy. This is the emotion with which I present 
this journal - perhaps with a touch of embarrassment 
or a tingle of anxious expectation. Of course I'm happy 
to have been part of and to have completed something 
so fantastic. But this is treacherous terrain. What, 
in the end, will become of our endeavor to chart the 
expanses of emotive social life? 
The project itself should inspire fear. For 
as soon as one turns one's gaze to emotion, the 
matter itself seems to disappear. Perhaps this is what 
motivates those who would claim that it is reducible 
to natural material facts. Where, indeed, does one 
direct one's gaze to bring such a thing as an emotion 
to view? Emotions seem to operate somehow always 
behind our backs. Nevertheless, we claim that they 
"move" us; that they "overwhelm" and "affect" us. One 
has the impression of being immersed and carried 
away - as if by a rip-tide. Just as one begins to talk 
about emotion, the difference between metaphor and 
literal speech becomes somehow blurred. 
Yet here we appear to discuss these matters 
"theoretically" or "scientifically" - these concepts 
themselves infused with an affective charge (is there 
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an escape from this metaphor?). One imagines a well-lit, aseptic laboratory filled 
with the drive to keep things clean. But, of course, in our project we could not be 
drawn to such pictures. It is above all passion which has inspired and animated 
this work. If science can be understood as the drive to purity, then this editorial 
collective and the contributors to this volume cannot truly be called scientific - we 
have recognized our contamination from the outset; it is the theme of our journal. 
We hope that within these pages the reader will find something of interest 
- something which quickens the breath or flushes the cheeks. We have striven to 
provoke as much as to inform. War, grief, disgust, lust, anger, love - these are just 
a few of our themes. Here, as always, one will find beautiful artwork and literature 
as well as excellent scholarship. Again, welcome! 
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